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SELECTABLE DROP SIZE INFUSION METERING
DEVICE

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to intravenous fluid
infusion apparatus and, in particular, to such infusion
apparatus capable of administering variable volumes of
the same or a different fluid to a patient.

Conventional apparatus for intravenous infusion of
fluids utilizes an elevated fluid receptacle connected by
flexible conduit or tubing to the hub of a catheter or
needle inserted into the patient. A flow control device
regulates the rate of fluid flow through the tubing and a
metering device, called a drop chamber, provides a
means to measure the fluid flow rate. A conventional
drop chamber comprises a drop tube having a single
drop forming orifice that separates the fluid stream into
a series of individual droplets that then fall by gravity
through a hollow transparent body to allow the drop-
lets to be monitored. By knowing the volume of each
droplet, which is determined by the size of the drop
orifice and is labeled on the packaging of the apparatus,
the rate of fluid administration can be determined by
counting the rate of droplet formation or drop rate. The
flow control device is adjusted while the drop rate is
monitored to control the fluid administration rate.

The viscosities of different parenteral fluids vary
greatly. For example, aqueous base solutions have a low
viscosity while whole blood and blood plasma have
relatively high viscosities. As a result, it is necessary to
select a drop chamber having a drop tube orifice that
corresponds to the droplet volume appropriate for the
fluid used. A 60 drop per cubic centimeter orifice, suit-
able for administering saline solution, would clog if
attempted to be used for administering blood. At other
times, a very small orifice is required to administer very
small amounts of fluid because of the concentration of
the medicine in the solution and the necessity of accu-
rate infusion.

Because of the foregoing limitation, it is necessary to
change to a different drop chamber, having an appropri-
ate drop orifice size, whenever it is necessary to admin-
ister a fluid having a viscosity significantly different
from the one currently being administered. This change
in apparatus, which is sterile, increases the risk of con-
taminating the patient. In addition, valuable time is
spent in selecting the appropriate drop chamber, in
reconnecting the apparatus and in evacuating air from
the apparatus. Further, if the wrong drop tube is se-
lected in an emergency situation, the apparatus must be
disconnected and the proper apparatus connected.
Changing of the apparatus, as with any medical proce-
dure, may be stressful to a patient and is therefore best
kept to a minimum. Finally, increased expenses are
associated not only with the use of multiple apparatus
sets for each patient but also with the necessity to inven-
tory several different orifice size drop chambers.

Many medical procedures require a change in the
fluid being intravenously administered to the patient.
For example, a trauma patient is stabilized in an ambu-
lance using an aqueous base solution. Once the trauma
patient arrives at the treatment facility, and their blood
type can be determined, whole blood or blood plasma
may then be administered, if indicated. As another ex-
ample, major surgery such as coronary artery by-pass,
requires that whole blood or blood plasma be adminis-
tered to the patient during the actual procedure and
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aqueous base solution administered after the patient is
sutured. Should hemorrhaging develop and additional
surgery be required, the patient must be taken off of the
glucose or saline solution and again be administered
whole blood or blood plasma.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Accordingly, it is an object of the invention to over-
come the above difficulties by providing an intravenous
fluid infusion device that is capable of delivering multi-
ple fluids, having greatly different viscosities, or minute
or large volumes of the same or different fluids to a
patient in sequence, or seriatim, without requiring a
change in apparatus, thus minimizing life-threatening
delays during an emergency as well as routine medical
procedures. It is a further object of the present inven-
tion to provide such an infusion device that corresponds
to the conventional droplet monitoring technique and
will, therefore, be acceptable to medical practitioners.
According to the invention, an infusion system for in-
travenous administration of fluids to a patient from a
fluid reservoir, has a drop chamber including a drop
orifice capable of splitting the stream of fluid flow into
a sequence of droplets and a metering chamber to allow
the rate of droplet flow to be monitored. The orifice can
be selectively varied in cross-sectional area by opera-
tion of a selection means to create droplets of a size
appropriate for the viscosity of the administered fluid or
to infuse greatly varying volumes of the same fluid. The
invention is to be used in conjunction with a flow con-
trol device of the type that is well-known in the art.

In a preferred embodiment, the orifice and metering
chamber are combined in a unitary device and comprise
upper and lower cylindrical members rotatable with
respect to each other. The lower chamber has a plural-
ity of drop tubes, each having a different preselected
diameter drop orifice, circumferentially spaced around
a mounting plate. The upper chamber has a lower disk
abutting the orifice mounting plate and a discharge
opening formed in the disk that is selectively alignable
with one of the plurality of drop tubes. The diameter of
the particular drop tube orifice that is aligned with the
discharge opening determines the size of the droplet
that will be formed. The lower chamber has a pliable
transparent wall in order to allow the drop rate to be
monitored.

These and other related objects, advantages and fea-
tures of this invention will become apparent upon re-
view of the following specification in conjunction with
the drawings. '

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 shows a multi-fluid infusion device according
to the present invention;

FIG. 2 is a sectional side elevation view taken along
the lines II—11 in FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 is an exploded perspective view of the device
shown in FIG. 2;

FIG. 4 is an end view taken along the lines IV—IV in
FIG. 3;

FIG. 5 is an end view taken along. the lines V—V in
FIG. 3; and

FIG. 6 shows a muiti-fluid infusion device connected
to multiple fluid reservoirs.
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DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENT

Referring now specifically to the drawings, and the
illustrative embodiments depicted therein, a multi-fluid
infusion system 10 has a fluid reservoir 12, preferably of
the collapsible bag type, that is supported above a pa-
tient by a rack member (not shown). A metering device
or drop chamber 14 is connected to reservoir 12 by a
supply tube 18 that punctures and extends into reservoir
12. A flow control device 20, illustratively shown as a
roller clamp, is connected to drop chamber 14 by tubing
or conduit 26 and is connected to a feed tube 22 that is
configured for insertion into the hub of a catheter or
needle inserted into the patient. A supplemental admin-
istration port 24 in the tubing 26 that connects the flow
control device 20 to feed tube 22, is utilized to adminis-
ter small dosages of medication into the infusion system
by the insertion of a hypodermic needle into port 24.
Substantially, all of the above components are made of
elastomeric material. The components are packagedina
sterilized kit and are disposable after use.

Metering device or drop chamber 14 is shown in
detail in FIG. 2. Drop chamber 14 is comprised of a
first, upper member 30 and a second, lower member 32
that are both cylindrical in shape. Lower member 32 is
partially telescopically received within upper member
30 and is rotatable with respect to upper member 30
forming a selection means generally shown at 40. The
top portion of lower member 32 is sealed by a mounting
plate 36 and the bottom portion thereof defines a fluid
outlet 28. A plurality of drop tubes 38a, 385 and 38c
penetrate through, and are circumferentially spaced
around, mounting plate 36, as best seen in FIG. 5. Drip
tubes 38a—c have lower edge means defining drop form-
ing orifices 39a—c, respectively. Each orifice 39a—c has a
different cross-sectional area. The orifice cross-sec-
tional areas are preselected to produce droplets of vari-
ous volumes appropriate for the viscosity of the fluids
that will be administered with the apparatus, or to infuse
greatly varying volumes of the same fluid.

A fluid inlet 27 forms the top of upper member 30. A
disk 35 forms the bottom of upper member 30 and is in
general abutting relationship with mounting plate 36. A
discharge opening 42 formed in disk 35 is offset from
the central longitudinal axis of members 30, 32 a prese-
lected distance so as to be selectively alignable with one
of the drop tubes 38a, 385 or 38¢. A flexible edge or
wiper means 44 formed around opening 42 provides a
seal between disk 35 and the selected drop tube to pre-
vent any of the administered fluid from seeping in be-
tween disk 35 and mounting plate 36.

As best seen in FIG. 3, a plurality of downwardly
extending debosments 48 are radially spaced around
disk 35 in the same general configuration that the drop
tubes 38a-c are spaced around mounting plate 36. The
upper portion of drop tubes 38a, 38b and 38c¢ that pro-
trude through mounting plate 36 are enlarged to ap-
proximately the same size as debosments 48. Thus,
when selection means 40 is operated to selectively align
discharge opening 42 with one of the drop tubes 38a-c,
debosments 48 will rest in the enlarged portion of the
nonselected drop tubes to retain the members 30, 32 in
their selected orientation. A detent 50 in mounting plate
36 does not penetrate through mounting plate 36 and
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be aligned with when no flow is desired. An O-ring seal
46 seated in grooves 474, 47b on members 30, 32 pre-

4

vents contamination of the interior of drop chamber 14
and serves as coupling means for retaining members 30,
32 together. A metering chamber 17 below orifices
39a-c has a pliable cylindrical wall 34 that is transpar-
ent, to facilitate monitoring of liquid droplets dispensing
from the selected orifice as will be described in more
detail below.

The above described apparatus operates as follows.
When it is desired to infuse a particular liquid into a
patient, a needle or catheter is inserted in the patient and
the apparatus is connected in the manner previously
described. As is conventional, air must be first evacu-
ated from the apparatus before the apparatus is con-
nected to the patient by flowing fluid through the appa-
ratus until all of the air is expelled. This can advanta-
geously be performed very rapidly with the present
invention by setting control device 20 to maximum flow
and selectively aligning the discharge opening 42 with
drop tube 38g having the largest orifice 39a. This align-
ing is accomplished by operating selection means 40,
i.e., by rotating first member 30 with respect to second
member 32, until discharge opening 42 is in alignment
with drop tube 38a.

Once the apparatus is purged of air, flow control
device 20 is closed and selection means 40 is operated in
order to align discharge opening 42 with the drop tube
38a-38¢ that is appropriate for the fluid to be adminis-
tered. Once the appropriate selection is effected, flow
control device 20 is regulated, while the rate of droplet
flow from the selected drop tube orifice through meter-
ing chamber 17 is monitored, to establish the desired
flow rate. If it is desirable to administer a fluid having a
significantly different viscosity to the patient, flow con-
trol device 20 is closed off and the fluid reservoir 12 is
exchanged for another one having the desired fluid
therein. Selection means 40 is operated in order to align
discharge opening 42 with the drop tube 38a-c having
the drop orifice 39 that is appropriate for the viscosity
of the fluid that is to be administered and flow control
device 20 is regulated while the drop rate is monitored
in metering chamber 17.

Members 30, 32 would be inscribed with appropriate
indicia (not shown) to clearly indicate the droplet vol-
ume of the selected orifice 38 and the indicia may be
appropriately color coded with the various fluid reser-
voirs. In the illustrated embodiment, orifices 39a-c
would have diameters corresponding to 10 drops per
cubic centimeter (cc), 15 drops per cc and 60 drops per
cc, respectively. Any appropriate drop size orifices
could be utilized and the number of drop tubes could be
fewer than or more than that shown.

The decrease in the time required to purge the appa-
ratus of air can be significant. For example, if saline or
like solution requiring the smallest orifice is to be ad-
ministered, the air purging time for conventional infu-
sion apparatus would be approximately 30 seconds. By
using the largest orifice in the present invention, the
lines can be purged in about 5 seconds and the selection
means then operated in order to administer the low
viscosity fluid. Advantageously, a momentary increase
in the rate of flow of the infused fluid can also be of help
in forcing medication applied in supplemental adminis-
tration port 24 to the patient rapidly when desired.

FIG. 6 shows an arrangement of components accord-
ing to the present invention when it is contemplated
ahead of time that multiple fluids will need to be admin-
istered to a patient. Such a situation would typically
arise during major surgical treatment in which the pa-
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tient is stabilized on glucose or saline solution before
surgery, is administered whole blood or blood plasma
during surgery and may.be administered yet another
fluid after surgery. A plurality of fluid reservoirs 112a-c¢
are each connected to a common connection 54 through
a shut off roller clamp or valve 522-c. Connection 54, in
turn, is connected to drop chamber 114. In the follow-
ing example, it will be assumed that fluid reservoir 1124
contains saline solution, reservoir 112b contains whole
blood, and reservoir 112¢ contains glucose.

To purge the apparatus before connecting to the
patient, clamps 522, 52b and 52c are initially closed.
Clamp 52b will be momentarily opened to purge the
short section of tubing from the blood reservoir 1125 to
common connection 54. Clamp 52b is then closed and
clamp 52¢ momentarily opened in order to purge the
tubing from reservoir 112¢ to the connection 54. Purg-
ing is completed by closing valve 52¢ and opening valve
52a to purge the remainder of the apparatus with the
saline solution in reservoir 112a. Assuming that saline
solution is the first fluid to be administered, valve 52a is
momentarily closed while selection means 140 is ad-
justed to select the drop tube appropriate for saline
solution. Valve 52z is then opened and flow control
device 120 adjusted to the desired flow rate by monitor-
ing the drop rate. When it then becomes desirable to
administer whole blood, clamp 52a is closed and selec-
tion means 140 adjusted to select the drop tube appro-
priate for blood. Clamp 52b is then opened and flow
control device 120 adjusted for the appropriate flow.
To subsequently administer glucose solution, clamp 525
is closed and selection means 140 adjusted to select the
appropriate drop tube. Clamp 52¢ is then opened and
flow control device 120 adjusted.

It is thus seen that the present invention provides
multi-liquid infusion capability that greatly reduces the
time required to intravenously administer fluids by not
only eliminating the requirement to change apparatus
every time a different fluid is administered, but also by
reducing the amount of time required to establish the
apparatus. The largest orifice may be used to purge the
line of air with subsequent selection of the proper drop
setting for infusion. Furthermore, wasting precious time
that may be lost by the selection of a drop tube that is
inappropriate for the desired fluid can be completely
eliminated. The present apparatus would reduce the
cost of administering multiple fluids by requiring that
only one apparatus be used on the patient no matter
how many different fluids are administered. Inventory
costs are also reduced because only one type of appara-
tus, rather than three or four, need to be maintained in
inventory. Finally, most importantly, the patient’s well-
being is enhanced by the reduced risk of infection and
the stress associated with the procedure of fluid infusion
apparatus changeover.

Changes and modifications in the specifically de-
scribed embodiments can be carried out without depart-
ing from the scope of the invention which is intended to
be limited only by the scope of the appended claims.

The embodiments of the invention in which an exclu-
sive property or privilege is claimed are defined as
follows:

1. An infusion system for intravenous administration
of fluid to patient from a fluid reservoir comprising:

a drop chamber; .

first connecting means for connecting said drop

chamber to a fluid reservoir;
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adjustable drop forming means in said drop chamber
for splitting a stream of a fluid into sequentially
discharged droplets;

metering means connected to said drop chamber for

metering the rate the droplets are discharged from
said drop forming means;

second connecting means for connecting said meter-

ing means to a patient;

flow control means located in one of said connecting

means for varying the flow rate of fluid to a patient;
and
selection means associated with said drop chamber
for selectively adjusting said drop forming means
to selectively produce droplets of different size and
fluid volume for a given fluid, said selection means
operable to adjust said drop formning means with-
out disconnecting any portion of said system;

whereby the selection means may be operated to
produce droplets of a size and volume appropriate
for the viscosity of the fluid being administered and
the desired rate of fluid infusion without disassem-
bling the system or disconnecting the system from
a patient.

2. An infusion system for intravenous administration
of fluid to a patient from a fluid reservoir comprising:

a drop chamber;

first connecting means for connecting said drop

chamber to a fluid reservoir;

adjustable drop forming means in said drop chamber

for splitting a stream of a fluid into sequentially
discharged droplets;

metering means connected to said drop chamber for

metering the rate the droplets are discharged from
said drop forming means;

second connecting means for connecting said meter-

ing means to a patient;
flow control means located in said second connecting
means for varying the flow rate of fluid to a patient;
and .

selection means associated with said drop chamber
for selectively adjusting said drop forming means
to selectively produce droplets of different size and
fluid volume for a given fluid, said selection means
operable to adjust said drop forming means with-
out disconnecting said first connecting means from
said drop chamber;

whereby the selection means may be operated to

produce droplets of a size and volume appropriate
for the viscosity of the fluid being administered and
the desired rate of fluid infusion without disassem-
bling the system or disconnecting the system from
a patient; and said drop forming means comprising
a plurality of drop tubes, each of said drop tubes
having an orifice of a cross-sectional area different
from that of the other said drop tubes and said
selection means comprises flow directing means for
directing fluid to one of said drop tubes.

3. The infusion system in claim 2 wherein said drop
tubes are circumferentially spaced in a circle having a
predetermined diameter and said flow directing means
comprises a disk selectively rotatable concentrically
with said circle of tubes and having edge means for
defining a discharge opening selectively alignable with
one of said tubes.

4. The infusion system in claim 3 wherein said tubes
are equally circumferentially spaced and wherein said
disk further has surface means defining a debosment
circumferentially spaced from said discharge opening
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and extending toward said tubes for retaining said dis-
charge opening aligned with said one of said tubes.

5. The infusion system of claim 4 wherein said surface
means defines a plurality of such debosments.

6. The infusion system of claim 3 wherein said edge
means further defines a flexible wiper means for sealing
said discharge opening with said one of said orifices.

7. A metering device for an intravenous fluid infusion
system having a fluid resevoir, conduit means for con-
necting said reservoir to a patient and a flow control
means for controlling the rate of fluid flow through said
conduit means, said metering device comprising:

a first member having a fluid inlet and a discharge

opening;
a second member having a mounting plate, a plurality
of drop tubes mounted to said mounting plate and
a fluid outlet;

sealing means between said members for preventing
contamination from entering said metering device;

each one of said drop tubes having an orifice of cross-
sectional area capable of splitting a stream of fluid
into sequentially discharged droplets having a pre-
determined droplet size and volume for a given
fluid viscosity, the cross-sectional area of each
drop tube different from the cross-sectional area of
the other said drop tubes;
selection means for selectively aligning said discharge
opening with one of said drop tubes; and

metering means between said drop tubes and said
fluid outlet for metering the rate of droplet produc-
tion by said one of said drop tubes.

8. The metering device of claim 7 wherein said sec-
ond member has a wall means for enclosing said drop
tubes and wherein said metering means comprises said
wall means being substantially transparent.

9. The metering device of claim 7 wherein said align-
ment means comprises said drop tubes being circumfer-
entially spaced on said mounting plate in a circle of
predetermined diameter, coupling means for coupling
said first member to said second member for rotation
therewith coaxially with said circle and said discharge
opening being located in alignment with said circle.

10. The metering device of claim 7 wherein said plu-
rality of drop tubes comprises three drop tubes capable
of producing droplets having volumes of 10 drops per
cc, 15 drops per cc and 60 drops per cc, respectively.

11. A metering device for an intravenous fluid infu-
sion system having a fluid reservoir, conduit means for
connecting said reservoir to a patient and a flow control
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8
means for controlling the rate of fluid flow through said
conduit means, said metering device comprising:

a drop chamber having first and second members
having cylindrical walls generally vertically
aligned along a central longitudinal axis and rotat-
able with respect to each other about said axis
defining a selection means for selectively orienting
said members;

said first member having a fluid inlet and a bottom
disk attached to said cylindrical wall, said bottom
disk having edge means defining a discharge open-
ing spaced a predetermined distance from said axis;

said second member having a top mounting plate
abutting said disk, a plurality of drop tubes
mounted to said plate and a fluid outlet, said plate
attached to the other said cylindrical wall;

each said drop tube having an edge means defining a
drop orifice, each said drop orifice of different
cross-sectional areas than the other said drop ori-
fices; and

said drop tubes parallel with said axis and circumfer-
entially spaced in a circle around said axis, said
circle having a radius equal to said predetermined
distance;

whereby the first member discharge opening is selec-
tively alignable with one of said drop tubes by
rotating said first chamber with respect to said
second chamber to select a drop orifice capable of
producing droplets of a volume appropriate for the
viscosity of the fluid being administered and the
desired rate of fluid infusion.

12. The metering device in claim 11 wherein said
second member cylindrical wall is transparent to pro-
vide means for determining the rate of droplet forma-
tion.

13. The metering device in claim 11 having means
defining aligned grooves on said first and second mem-
ber cylindrical walls and a seal in said groove.

14. The metering device of claim 11 further having a
detent in said mounting plate circumferentially spaced
from said drop tubes in said circle to provide a fluid off
position when said discharge opening is selectively
aligned with said detent.

15. The metering device of claim 14 having a plural-
ity of debosments extending from said disk toward said
mounting plate, said debosments arranged generally the
same as said drop tubes to retain said selection means in

the selected position.
* * * * *





